
“Memorial In May - Cemetery Preservation Conference” 
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              Arkansas State University, Jonesboro Arkansas 

Student Union Building - Auditorium 
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We are seeking nominations for the 2009 PAAC Awards.  If you are aware of any 
individuals that meet the criteria in their efforts to reclaim, restore, document and preserve 
African American Cemeteries please provide us with their name, name of group, address, 
and a summary of their preservation methods.  In addition, please include why you think 
that individual deserves the award. The awards are as follows: 
����

The Roy “Bill” Lewellen Legislative Award 
Honoring those Governmental Officials who support the preservation of   

African American Cemeteries. 
 

The Cleo Dunnings - Alfred Billingsley, Sr. & Jr., Cemetery Preservation Award 
Honoring those who labor in restoring and preserving African American Cemeteries. 

 
The Curtis Sykes - Warrior In The Field Award 

Honoring those who fight through media, legislation, and official policy to preserve and 
document lost and abandoned cemeteries in threat of destruction due to vandalism, 

development, neglect or removal. 
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If you are a member of a cemetery association, preservation group, genealogy society, church 
or individual that promotes the preservation of African American cemeteries and would like 
to participate on the panel during the PAAC conference, please submit a request to 
participate.  As you answer the call we would like to know about your activities in cemetery 
preservation issues, what type of services you are providing in your communities, including 
cemetery and burial identifications, mapping, preservation plans, relocation, and 
conservation treatments.  Have you managed to document those interred in various 
cemeteries and what methods did you apply in doing so?  Is your work documented and 
published?  We are also very interested in knowing if you’ve been active in political and 
legal efforts to identify and stop desecration and destruction of cemeteries. Please submit a 
brief, outlining your respective cemetery group or association, when founded, your purpose 
for being, what you have accomplished and what your goals are. If you would like to have 
this information available to others in the conference syllabus please send via email in a word 
or word perfect document.   Please send to ttenplewis@aol.com                                      
                                                                                                                                    
                                                             

If you plan to overnight in Jonesboro, rooms have been blocked at the Baymont Inns & 
Suites for Thursday May 14th and Friday May 15th.  To obtain the confirmation number for 
your room please call me at 501-425-5578.  Once you receive the number from me you may 
then call the hotel directly and provide them with the confirmation number, your name & 
credit card number.  Our group rate is $63.25 per night, which includes taxes, two queen size 
double beds, non-smoking.  Group rate is good until May 1, 2009.  A limited number of 
rooms are available so please book early.  Tamela 
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The 3rd Annual Memorial In May Cemetery Preservation Conference has been scheduled for May 15 - 16, 2009 and will 
be held on the campus of Arkansas State University, Jonesboro.  The Delta Studies Center is our participating sponsor.   
Listed is the conference schedule along with the registration form.  Please make plans to attend and get your registrations 
mailed on or before the May 8th deadline.  Meals may be available but cannot be guaranteed for on-site registration, an 
accurate head count for meals is required from ASU catering by May 8th.  If you need to order vegetarian meals please 
indicate on your registration form.    

Conference Schedule 
Friday, May 15, 2009 

 
 

Conference Schedule 
Saturday, May 16, 2009 

9:00 - 4:00pm        Registration 
                 
10:00 - 10:30am    Welcome & Purpose 
Tamela Tenpenny-Lewis - PAAC President 
Peggy Robinson Wright, Chairman, Delta Studies Center, ASU 
Representative -  Arkansas State University 
                                                
10:30 - 11:00 am   Reclaiming Our Past to Preserve Our Future 
Presenter: Dr. C. Calvin Smith 
                                                                
11:05 - 11:50am    Funeral Homes and their Burial Rituals 
Presenter: Pamela Woodard  
                 
11:50 - 12:00pm    (10 Minute Break) 
                 
12:00 - 12:45pm    Who Holds The Deed to Your Community 
Cemetery?   Facts from the Pulaski County Assessors Office 
Presenter: Tamela Tenpenny-Lewis 
 
12:50 - 1:35pm      The Regulatory Process for Getting a  
Cemetery Registered  - Arkansas Department of Health 
Presenter: Jeffery Stone 

 
1:35 - 2:15 pm       Lunch  
Signed Books Available - The Death Care Industry 
African American Cemeteries & Funeral Homes 
Author: Roberta Hughes Wright & Wilbur B. Hughes III 

 
2:30 - 3:15pm        Archeology and Cemetery Preservation 
Presenter: Dr. Julie Morrow, ASU  Station Archeologist 
                                                                                                
3:20 - 4:05:pm       Field Procedures as they apply to Arkansas 
Cemeteries - Arkansas Highway & Transportation Department     
Presenter: TBA 
                                                                
4:05 - 4:15pm        (10 minute break) 
 
4:20 - 5:05pm        Don’t Just Clean Up  - Write Up 
The Difference Between Preservation and Restoration  
Presenter: Tamela Tenpenny-Lewis 
 
                                                                
6:00 - 7:30pm        Reception - Student Union Building  
Mockingbird East & West 
                                                                

8:15am - Noon       Registration 
                 
9:00 - 9:30am         Welcome & Purpose 
Carla Hines Coleman - PAAC Vice-President 
Peggy Robinson Wright, Chairman, Delta Studies Center, ASU 
Representative - Arkansas Legislature 
 
9:30 - 10:30am       Who’s Answering the Call? 
Introduction of Cemetery Associations, Caretakers, Preservation                                                   
Groups, & Funeral Home Directors  
Facilitator: Dr. Wilbert Gaines   
                                                 
10:35 - 11:20am     Judd Hill Cemetery: Then and Now  
Presenter: Mattie Wortham     
 
11:20 - 11:30am     (10 Minute Break) 
 
11:30 - 12:15pm     The Lakeport Cemetery Project  
Presenter: Alice Rogers Johnson  
 
12:20 - 1:20pm       Arkansas State Laws that are Applicable to  
Cemeteries & Gravesites 
Presenter: Clarence Wright 
 
1:20 - 2:25 pm        Awards Luncheon   
Signed Books Available - The Death Care Industry 
African American Cemeteries & Funeral Homes 
Author: Roberta Hughes Wright & Wilbur B. Hughes III 
 
2:30 - 3:15pm         Tracking Your Ancestor’s Unknown Burial Site 
Presenter: Linda McDowell 
 
3:30 - 5:00pm         Cemetery Tour - Cemetery to be announced 
 
 

Please be sure to visit our vendors and exhibitors                    
                 

                                 

“ASU-Delta Studies Center” 



“Memorial In May - Cemetery Preservation Conference” 

Arkansas State University 
Student Union Building - Auditorium 

May 15 - 16, 2009 
Pine Bluff, AR  71601*  1890 Building 

Registration Form 
 
Name____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

(please print full name as it should appear on name badge) 
 
Address_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

(please provide complete address) 
 

Phone & Email__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Name of group/organization______________________________________________________________________________ 

(If you want a receipt for registration please enclose a self-addressed stamped envelope) 
 
Please circle your choice of conference options below: 
 
              Registration  postmarked by May 8th                                                                           Students 
            Friday only                                                                                        $ 25                             $ 15 
            Saturday only                                                                                    $ 30                             $ 20 
            Friday and Saturday                                                                         $ 40                             $ 25 
 
            Registration after May 8th or On-Site                                                                          Students  
            Friday only                                                                                        $ 30                             $ 20 
            Saturday only                                                                                    $ 35                             $ 25 
            Friday and Saturday                                                                         $ 50                             $ 35 
 
            Conference Tour of Cemeteries 
            Saturday, May 16 - 3:30pm 
            Will you attend the tour?                                                                 YES                            NO 
 
            Would you like to have a vendor/display  booth? 
            Friday Only                                                                                       $15 
            Saturday Only                                                                                   $15 
            Both Friday & Saturday                                                                  $25 
 
Full conference registration includes:  Conference Syllabus and Registration Packet - Friday Lunch  & Reception, Saturday 
Awards Luncheon, Tour & Break Refreshments.   Single day registration includes meals provided on that day. 
If you are registering for the conference and  would like to bring guest to the Friday night reception or Saturday Awards 
Luncheon please include:  Reception $8 per person  (    )     Awards Luncheon $14.00 per person  (    ) 
 
Enclosed is a check in the amount of $_______________ 
 
This payment is for (   ) Entire Conference (   ) Friday only (   ) Saturday only (   )  Reception Only  (   ) Awards Luncheon Only 
Vendors Booth (   )  Friday Only  (   )  Saturday Only  (   )  Both Days 
 
Mail completed form and make checks payable to:  PAAC, Inc. * P.O. Box 25923 * Little Rock, AR  72221 
 
Special Conference Features:  The Awards Luncheon where distinguished honorees who have fought the battle to maintain, 
reclaim and preserve Arkansas Cemeteries will be recognized, in addition to a special tribute. 
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The 3rd Annual Memorial In May Cemetery Preservation Conference of the Preservation of African American Cemeteries 
(PAAC, Inc.) will be held May 15 - 16, 2009 on the campus of Arkansas State University, Jonesboro, Student Union 
Building Auditorium.  Enclosed is the registration form and schedule of the two day conference.  We invite all persons 
interested in the restoration, documentation and preservation of your area cemeteries to please attend.  If you have already 
met this task, we ask that you attend and share your experiences with those in attendance.  Please circulate this registration 
form to your many social and civic organizations, churches, libraries and community groups. 
 
Special Features of the Conference include the Awards Luncheon where distinguished honorees who have fought the 
battle to maintain, reclaim and preserve Arkansas Cemeteries will be recognized.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   Tamela Tenpenny-Lewis 
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The Arkansas Delta Studies Center - Arkansas State University, Jonesboro 
AAHGS - Black Cemeteries Uncovered - “Connecting the Past” 
AAHGS - African American Funeral Homes “The Final Emancipation” 
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