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CULTURE, COMMERCE & COMMUNITY: MUSEUMS AND HISTORICAL COMMEMORATION
The Association of African American Museums invites proposals for presentation at its 2011 Annual Conference to be held August 3-6, 2011 in Tallahassee, Florida, and hosted by the John G. Riley House & Museum. 
Culture, Commerce, and Community: Museums and Historical Commemoration will examine links that bind historical memory, commemoration, and environments that can ensure museums’ financial viability, while exploring new market relationships that benefit cultural institutions and their communities.  Collaborations among museums, cultural organizations and funders constitute a broader participation in the community. As repositories of our culture, African American museums should develop initiatives that encourage connections between culture and commerce.  Museums maintain their collections and develop programs that celebrate our national triumphs and promote a better understanding of our national tragedies. Proposals should address the conference theme and include methods for increasing community understanding of cultural traditions, in addition to finding substantive ground for future collaborations between museums and cultural organizations. Sessions proposals are encouraged which highlight various approaches to developing commemorative exhibits and programs. 

Listed below are suggested themes for session proposals: 
Defining Audience Engagement   
What types of research on museum audiences identifies segments based on demographic characteristics? How can segmentation based on individual preferences, interests, experiences and attitudes be used to understand exhibition and programmatic needs?  
Financial Development 
What types of collaborations between museums and funding sources can provide access to markets that would have an interest in institutional programming?  How can museum stakeholders assist in the creation of accessible markets?
Creation of Promotional Efforts  
Which promotional efforts will be more effective for museums attempting to expand audience reach? How would the use of traditional cultural perspectives in programming serve to attract more local audiences?
Building Museum Identity  
How can museums, regardless of size, reconsider internal objectives and self-definitions to make significant changes for the future? What innovative museum models can provide the practical background needed for presenting methods of creating and developing meaningful resources? 
Exhibitions and Interpretation in Historical Commemoration
What are the defining characteristics of historical commemoration interpretation? How can these characteristics be successfully integrated into museum exhibitions?
Interpreting Traditional Cultures
How can museum institutions work with local communities to ensure the maintenance of traditional cultures? Can museums use exhibitions and programs to build trust and appeal to local audiences?

Conference Session Policies & Program Formats


AAAM conference presenters/panelists do not receive a fee or travel reimbursement for their participation in AAAM annual conferences. Please be certain that every presenter recruited understands our policy. Presenters/panelists who attend ONLY their session will receive a one-day complimentary registration for the DAY OF THEIR PRESENTATION (this does not include the luncheon & evening reception). If they wish to attend other events or the rest of the conference they will need to register accordingly. 

All program sessions must be chaired or moderated by AAAM members. 

A Program Committee "shepherd" will be your liaison and contact person. S/he will contact you for further information necessary for room set-up, preparation of text for inclusion in the preliminary and final programs, speaker information and specific audiovisual needs. 

AAAM does not offer reimbursement for supplies, copies or materials of any kind.



Section Criteria for Proposals:
Of Primary Importance: 

· Relevance to the museum and education profession, the workshop theme, and the proposed topic category 

· Originality and creativity of the topic, technique or research 

· Clarity of idea, content and presentation method(s)

Of Secondary Importance:

· Inclusion of hands-on activities and techniques (Does not apply to research presentations) 

· Experience and/or expertise of presenter(s)

Session Program Formats:

Hands-on - Audiences are presented with a case to discuss, sometimes divided into small groups to resolve problem or issue. End with a discussion of the process.

Panels - A popular format; yet please ensure that your audience will have time for questions and comments following panelists' brief presentations. 

Plenary Session - Find a "true expert" everyone wants to hear and allow time for audience questions, comments and discussion.

Poster Session - Provides an opportunity for the presenter to speak one-on-one with conference participants in an informal setting and an effective way to present materials and ideas that do not lend themselves to a large group setting. 

Roundtable Discussion - Recruit experienced and insightful people to begin the discussion and then open the floor.


                                        



(Please answer all of the questions by completing the grey sections. Be sure to tab between fields. When the form is completed, name your file when saving it, then email it to the AAAM office.)
SESSION TITLE: FILLIN   \* MERGEFORMAT       
Please check which category(s) this


Format: (please check one)   

 session relates to:

  




 FORMCHECKBOX 
 hands-on
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Administration






 FORMCHECKBOX 
 panel

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Audience Development & Marketing



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 plenary session

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Collections Management




 FORMCHECKBOX 
 poster session


 FORMCHECKBOX 
Disaster Preparedness & Recovery



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 roundtable discussion

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Exhibitions

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Finance & Development



Does this session have a maximum group size?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Governance





If yes, how many?      
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Interpretation & Public Programs

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Research & Scholarship



Anticipated AV needs: (please check all that apply)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Security







 FORMCHECKBOX 
 LCD projector

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Technology






 FORMCHECKBOX 
 LCP projector & laptop

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Other________________________



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 easel/flip chart(s) & markers
 Please indicate your preferences for 




 this session:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Thursday


 FORMCHECKBOX 
Friday



 *The Program Committee will attempt to    

 accommodate all requests; however, it reserves 

 the right to schedule sessions when appropriate.   

Decisions will be sent to the session moderator by March 31, 2011
Proposal Submitted By:     
                    (*All program sessions must be chaired or moderated by AAAM members.)

Name, Title:     
 
Institution:         
 
Address, City, State, Zip  
    
Phone:      

 FORMTEXT 
      Fax:      

 FORMTEXT 
     
E-mail:                                
Who should receive communication about this proposal? 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Submitter
   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Moderator

Session Moderator*: (If different than submitter)




       

*Are you (or your institution) a current member of AAAM?   
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES    FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO  (Membership #     )

Name, Title:                          
Institution:                             
Address, City, State, Zip        
Phone:       Fax:      
E-mail:                                  

Session Participants: 

Provide a brief statement explaining what each person brings to the session or why he/she was selected to participate. If specific participants are not yet identified, please characterize who would be recruited so that the Program Committee members can help identify possible participants.

Name, Title:     
 
Institution:         
 
Address, City, State, Zip  

Phone:       Fax:      
E-mail:                                
Name, Title:     
 
Institution:         
 
Address, City, State, Zip  

Phone:       Fax:      
E-mail:                                
Name, Title:     
 
Institution:         
 
Address, City, State, Zip  

Phone:       Fax:      
E-mail:                                
Name, Title:     
 
Institution:         
 
Address, City, State, Zip  

Phone:       Fax:      
E-mail:                                
Session Description:

Please attach a one-page abstract of what questions, issues, or problems the session will address. Address who is the intended audience, expected objectives and anticipated impact of the session. We also request that you provide a two-sentence description about the session that will be used for the conference publications. 

Two-Sentence Description (50 words maximum)
Please provide a brief description of the proposed session in the grey field below.

                                                                                                      
Session abstract (500 word maximum)
Please provide a brief abstract of the proposed session in the grey field below.

                                                                                                      
(see below)

Submit completed proposal & abstract by January 15, 2011 to:


      AAAM Conference Program Committee 

Questions? Contact:
      PO Box 427  (  Wilberforce, Ohio 45384 

Wayne Coleman, Conference Program Chair 

      Phone: 937.352.5084 ( Fax:  937.372.4690
Phone:  205.328.9696, ext.218
      E-mail:  billingsley@blackmuseums.org 
E-mail:  coleman@blackmuseums.org



Session Descriptions must include the following:


One-page abstract 


Two-sentence description


List of session participants
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